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Compulsory Church
Rate Abolition Act 1868

1868 CHAPTER 109 31 and 32 Vict

An Act for the Abolition of compulsory Church Rates. [31st July 1868]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Preamble omitted under authority of Statute Law Revision Act 1893 (c. 14)

Commencement Information
I1 Act wholly in force at Royal Assent

1 Compulsory church rates abolished.

No suit shall be instituted or proceeding taken in any ecclesiastical or other court, or
before any justice or magistrate to enforce or compel the payment of any church rate
made in any parish or place in England or Wales.

2 Saving of rates called church rates, but applicable to secular purposes.

Where in pursuance of any general or local Act any rate may be made and levied which
is applicable partly to ecclesiastical purposes and partly to other purposes, such rate
shall be made, levied, and applied for such last-mentioned purposes only, and so far
as it is applicable to such purposes shall be deemed to be a separate rate, and not a
church rate, and shall not be affected by this Act.

Where in pursuance of any Act of Parliament a mixed fund arising partly from rates
affected by this Act and partly from other sources, is directed to be applied to purposes
some of which are ecclesiastical purposes, the portion of such fund which is derived
from such other sources shall be henceforth primarily applicable to such of the said
purposes as are ecclesiastical.
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3 Provision where money is due on security of such rates.

In any parish where a sum of money is at the time of the passing of this Act due on
the security of church rates, or of rates in the nature of church rates, to be made or
levied in such parish under the provisions of any Act of Parliament, or where any
money in the name of church rate is ordered to be raised under any such provisions,
such rates may still be made and levied, and the payment thereof enforced by process
of law, pursuant to such provisions, for the purpose of paying off the money so due,
or paying the money so ordered to be raised, and the costs incidental thereto, but not
otherwise, until the same shall have been liquidated: Provided, that the accounts of
the churchwardens of such parish in reference to the receipt and expenditure of the
monies levied under such Acts shall be audited annually by the auditor of the poor
law union within whose district such parish shall be situate, unless another mode of
audit is provided by Act of Parliament.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2 “Poor Law union” to be construed as reference to county, London Borough or City of London: Local

Government Act 1929 (c. 17), Sch. 10, London Government Act 1963 (c. 33, SIF 81:1), s. 4(2)(a) and
Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70), s. 179(2)

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F1

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 4 repealed by Statute Law Revision Act 1875 (c. 66)

5 Not to affect enactments in local Acts, &c. where rates are made for purposes
herein named.

This Act shall not affect any enactment in any private or local Act of Parliament
under the authority of which church rates may be made or levied in lieu of or in
consideration of the extinguishment or of the appropriation to any other purpose of
any tithes, customary payments, or other property or charge upon property, which
tithes, payments, property, or charge, previously to the passing of such Act, had
been appropriated by law to ecclesiastical purposes as defined by this Act, or in
consideration of the abolition of tithes in any place, or upon any contract made, or
for good or valuable consideration given, and every such enactment shall continue in
force in the same manner as if this Act had not passed.

6 Act not to affect vestries, &c.

This Act shall not affect vestries, or the making, assessing, receiving, or otherwise
dealing with any church rate, save in so far as relates to the recovery thereof;
but subject to the provisions herein-before contained, whensoever any ecclesiastical
district having within its limits a consecrated church in use for the purpose of divine
worship shall have been legally constituted out of any parish or parishes, and whether
such district shall or shall not be a separate and distinct parish, the inhabitants of such
district shall not be entitled to vote for or in reference to a church rate or the expenditure
thereof at any vestry meeting of the parish or parishes out of which the said district is
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formed, nor shall they be assessed to any rate made in relation to the parish church of
the said parish or parishes, but such inhabitants may assemble in vestry, and, subject
to the provisions of this Act, may make and assess a rate in relation to the church of
their own district in like manner as if such church were the church of an ancient parish:
Provided, that nothing in this Act contained shall affect any right of burial to which
the inhabitants of the district may be entitled in the churchyard of the mother church.

7 Trustees and others under incapacity may subscribe to voluntary rate.

It shall be lawful for all bodies corporate, trustees, guardians and committees who
or whose cestuisque trust are in the occupation of any lands, houses, or tenements to
pay, if they think fit, any church rate made in respect of such property, although the
payment of the same may not be enforceable after the passing of this Act, and the same
shall be allowed to them in any accounts to be rendered by them respectively.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C3 S. 7 excluded by Mental Health Act 1983 (c. 20, SIF 85), s. 113, Sch. 3

8 Regulations as to persons refusing to pay church rates.

No person who makes default in paying the amount of a church rate for which he is
rated shall be entitled to inquire into, or object to, or vote in respect of the expenditure
of the monies arising from such church rate; and if the occupier of any premises shall
make default for one month after demand in payment of any church rate for which he is
rated, the owner shall be entitled to pay the same, and shall thereupon be entitled, until
the next succeeding church rate is made, to stand for all purposes relating to church
rates (including the attending at vestries and voting thereat) in the place in which such
occupier would have stood.

F29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F2 S. 9 repealed (Provinces of Canterbury and York except Channel Islands and Isle of Man) (1.6.1992)

by Church of England (Miscellaneous Provisions) Measure 1992 (No. 1), s. 17(1), Sch. 4 Pt.
I;Instrument dated 27.5.1992 made by Archbishops of Canterbury and York.

10 Definition of “ecclesiastical purposes,” “church rate,” and “parish.”

In this Act “ecclesiastical purposes” shall mean the building, rebuilding, enlargement,
and repair of any church or chapel, and any purpose to which by common or
ecclesiastical law a church rate is applicable, or any of such purposes:

“Church rate” shall mean any rate for ecclesiastical purposes as herein-before defined:

“Parish” shall mean any parish, ecclesiastical district, chapelry, or place within the
limits of which any person has the exclusive cure of souls.
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11 Short title.

This Act may be cited as “The Compulsory Church Rate Abolition Act 1868.”
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