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Prevention of Crimes Act 1871
1871 CHAPTER 112 34 and 35 Vict

Register of Criminals.

[F16 Register and photographing of criminals.

The following enactments shall be made with a view to facilitate the identification of
criminals:

(1) Registers of all persons convicted of crime in the United Kingdom shall be kept in
such form and containing such particulars as may from time to time be prescribed, in
Great Britain by one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, and in Ireland
by the Lord Lieutenant:

(2) The register for England shall be kept in London under the management of the
commissioner of police of the metropolis, or such other person as the Secretary of
State may appoint:

(3) The register for Scotland shall be kept in Edinburgh under the management of the
secretary to the managers of the General Prison at Perth, or such other person as the
Secretary of State may appoint:

(4) The register for Ireland shall be kept in Dublin under the management of the
commissioners of police for the police district of Dublin metropolis, or such other
person as the Lord Lieutenant may from time to time appoint:

(5) In every prison, the gaoler or other governor of the prison shall make returns of the
persons convicted of crime and coming within his custody; and such returns shall be
in such form or forms and contain such particulars in Great Britain as the Secretary
of State, and in Ireland as the said Lord Lieutenant, may require; and every gaoler or
other governor of a prison who refuses or neglects to transmit such returns, or wilfully
transmits a return containing any false or imperfect statement, shall for every such
offence forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty pounds, to be recovered summarily:

(6) In Great Britain the Secretary of State, and in Ireland the said Lord Lieutenant, may
make regulations as to the photographing of all prisoners convicted of crime who may
for the time being be confined in any prison in Great Britain or Ireland, and may in
such regulations prescribe the time or times at which and the manner and dress in
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which such prisoners are to be taken, and the number of photographs of each prisoner
to be printed, and the persons to whom such photographs are to be sent:

(7) Any regulations made by the Secretary of State as to the photographing of prisoners
in any prison in England shall be deemed to be regulations for the government of that
prison, and binding on all persons, in the same manner as if they were contained in
the first schedule annexed to The Prison Act, 1865:

(8) Any regulations made by the Secretary of State as to the photographing of prisoners in
any prison in Scotland shall be deemed to be rules for prisons in Scotland, and as such
shall be binding on all whom they may concern, in the same manner as if the same
were made under and in virtue of the powers contained in “The Prisons (Scotland)
Administration Act, 1860:”

(9) Any regulations made by the Lord Lieutenant as to the photographing of prisoners in
any prison in Ireland shall be deemed to be byelaws duly made by the Lord Lieutenant,
and shall be binding on all persons, in the same manner as if the same were made under
the authority of the Act passed in the session holden in the nineteenth and twentieth
years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter sixty–eight:

(10) Any prisoner refusing to obey any regulation made in pursuance of this section shall be
deemed guilty of an offence against prison discipline, in England within the meaning
of the fifty–seventh regulation in the first schedule annexed to the said Prison Act,
1865, in Scotland within the meaning of the rules for prisons in Scotland, certified
under the hand of one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, under and by
virtue of “The Prisons (Scotland) Administration Act, 1860”, and in Ireland within
the meaning of the fifteenth regulation contained in section one hundred and nine of
the Act passed in the seventh year of the reign of His late Majesty King George the
Fourth, chapter seventy–four:

(11) Any authority having power to make regulations in pursuance of this section may from
time to time modify, repeal, or add to any regulations so made:

(12) Any expenses incurred in pursuance of this section shall be defrayed as follows: (that
is to say,) The expense of keeping the register in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin
shall, to such amount as may be sanctioned by the Treasury, be paid out of moneys
provided by Parliament : The expenses incurred in photographing the prisoners in any
prison shall be deemed to be part of the expenses incurred in the maintenance of the
prison, and shall be defrayed accordingly. This section shall not apply to the prisons
for convicts under the superintendance of the directors of convict prisons or to any
military or naval prison.]
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