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Merchant Shipping Act 1894
1894 CHAPTER 60

PART V

SAFETY.

Draught of Water and Load-Line.

436 Ship's draught of water to be recorded.

(1) The Board of Trade may, in any case or class of cases in which they think it expedient
to do so, direct any person appointed by them for the purpose, to record, in such manner
and with such particulars as they direct, the draught of water of any sea-going ship, as
shown on the scale of feet on her stem and stern post, and the extent of her clear side
in feet and inches, upon her leaving any dock, wharf, port, or harbour for the purpose
of proceeding to sea, and the person so appointed shall thereupon keep that record,
and shall forward a copy thereof to the Board of Trade.

(2) That record or copy, if produced out of the custody of the Board of Trade, shall be
admissible in evidence in manner provided by this Act.

(3) The master of every British sea-going ship shall, upon her leaving any dock, wharf,
port, or harbour for the purpose of proceeding to sea, record her draught of water
and the extent of her clear side in the official log-book (if any), and shall produce
the record to any chief officer of customs whenever required by him, and if he fails
without reasonable cause to produce the record shall for each offence be liable to a
fine not exceeding twenty pounds.

(4) The master of a sea-going ship shall, upon the request of any person appointed to
record the ship's draught of water, permit that person to enter the ship and to make
such inspections and take such measurements as may be requisite for the purpose of
the record ; and if any master fails to do so, or impedes, or suffers anyone under his
control to impede, any person so appointed in the execution of his duty, he shall for
each offence be liable to a fine not exceeding five pounds.
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(5) In this section the expression " clear side " means the height from the water to the upper
side of the plank of the deck from which the depth of hold as stated in the register
is measured, and the measurement of the clear side is to be taken at the lowest part
of the side.

437 Marking of deck-lines.

(1) Every British ship (except ships under eighty tons register employed solely in the
coasting trade, ships employed solely in fishing, and pleasure yachts, and ships
employed exclusively in trading or going from place to place in any river or inland
water the whole or part of which is in any British possession), shall be permanently
and conspicuously marked with lines (in this Act called deck-lines) of not less than
twelve inches in length and one inch in breadth, painted longitudinally on each side
amidships, or as near thereto as is practicable, and indicating the position of each deck
which is above water.

(2) The upper edge of each of the deck-lines must be level with the upper side of the deck
plank next the waterway at the place of marking.

(3) The deck-lines must be white or yellow on a dark ground, or black on a light ground.

(4) In this section the expression " amidships " means the middle of the length of the load
water-line as measured from the fore side of the stem to the aft side of the stern-post.

438 Marking of load-line.

(1) The owner of every British ship proceeding to sea from a port in the United Kingdom
(except ships under eighty tons register employed solely in the coasting trade, ships
employed solely in fishing, and pleasure yachts) shall, before the time herein-after
mentioned, mark upon each of her sides, amidships within the meaning of the last
preceding section, or as near thereto as is practicable, in white or yellow on a dark
ground, or in black on a light ground, a circular disc twelve inches in diameter, with
an horizontal line eighteen inches in length drawn through its centre.

(2) The centre of this disc shall be placed at such level as may be approved by the Board
of Trade below the deck-line marked under this Act and specified in the certificate
given there-, under, and shall indicate the maximum load-line in salt water to which
it shall be lawful to load the ship.

(3) The position of the disc shall be fixed in accordance with the tables used at the time
of the passing of this Act by the Board of Trade, subject to such allowance as may be
made necessary by any difference between the position of the deck-line marked under
this Act and the position of the line from which freeboard is measured under the said
tables, and subject also to such modifications, if any, of the tables and the application
thereof as may be approved by the Board of Trade.

(4) In approving any such modifications the Board of Trade shall have regard to any
representations made to the n by any corporation or association for the survey or
registry of shipping for the time being appointed or approved by the Board of Trade,
as herein-alter mentioned, for the purpose of approving and certifying the position of
the load-line.
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439 Ships with submerged load-lines deemed unsafe.

If a ship is so loaded as to submerge in salt water the centre of the disc indicating
the load-line, the ship shall be deemed to be an unsafe ship within the meaning of the
provisions hereafter contained in this Part of this Act, and such submersion shall be a
reasonable and probable cause for the detention of the ship.

440 Time, &c. for marking of load-line in case of foreign-going vessels.

(1) Where a ship proceeds on any voyage from a port in the United Kingdom for which
the owner is required to enter the ship outwards, the disc indicating the load-line shall
be marked, before so entering her, or, if that is not practicable, as soon afterwards as
may be.

(2) The owner of the ship shall upon entering her outwards insert in the form of entry a
statement in writing of the distance in feet and inches between the centre of this disc
and the upper edge of each of the deck-lines which is above that centre, and if default
is made in inserting that statement, the ship may be detained.

(3) The master of the ship shall enter a copy of that statement in the agreement with the
crew before it is signed by any member of the crew, and a superintendent shall not
proceed with the engagement of the crew until that entry is made.

(4) The master of the ship shall also enter a copy of that statement in the official log-book.

(5) When a ship to which this section applies has been marked with a disc indicating the
load-line, she shall be kept so marked until her next return to a port of discharge in
the United Kingdom.

441 Time, &c. for marking of load-line in case of coasting vessels.

(1) Where a ship employed in the coasting trade is required to be marked with the disc
indicating the load-line, she shall be so marked before the ship proceeds to sea from
any port: and the owner shall also once in every twelve months, immediately before
the ship proceeds to sea, transmit or deliver to the chief officer of customs of the port
of registry of the ship a statement in writing of the distance in feet and inches between
the centre of the' disc and the upper edge of each of the deck-lines which is above
that centre.

(2) The owner, before the ship proceeds to sea after any renewal or alteration of the disc,
shall transmit or deliver to the chief officer of customs of the port of registry of the
ship notice in writing of that renewal or alteration, together with such statement in
writing as before mentioned of t' e distance between the centre of the disc and the
upper edge of each of the deck-lines.

(3) If default is made in transmitting or delivering any notice or statement under this
section, the owner shall, for each offence, be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred
pounds.

(4) When a ship to which this section applies has been marked with a disc indicating the
load-line, she shall be kept so marked until notice is given of an alteration.

442 Penalty for offences in relation to marking of load-line.

(1) If—
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(a) any owner or master of a British ship fails without reasonable cause to cause
his ship to be marked as by this Part of this Act required, or to keep her so
marked, or allows the ship to be so loaded as to submerge in salt water the
centre of the disc indicating the load-line; or

(b) any person conceals, removes, alters, defaces, or obliterates, or suffers any
person under his control to conceal, remove, alter, deface, or obliterate, any
of the said marks, except in the event of the particulars thereby denoted being
lawfully altered, or except for the purpose of escaping capture by an enemy,

he shall for each offence be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds.

(2) If any mark required by this Part of this Act is in any respect, inaccurate so as to be
likely to mislead, the owner of the ship shall for each offence be liable to a fine not
exceeding one hundred pounds.

443 Regulations as to load-line.

(1) The Board of Trade shall appoint the Committee of Lloyd's Register of British and
Foreign Shipping, or, at the option of the owner of the ship, any other corporation or
association for the survey or registry of shipping approved by the Board of Trade, or
any officer of the Board of Trade specially selected by the Board for that purpose, to
approve and certify on their behalf from time to time the position of any disc indicating
the load-line, and any alteration thereof, and may appoint fees to be taken in respect
of any such approval or certificate.

(2) The Board of Trade may make regulations—
(a) determining the lines or marks to be used in connexion with the disc, in

order to indicate the maximum load-line under different circumstances and at
different seasons, and declaring that this Part of this Act is to have effect as if
any such line were drawn through the centre of the disc; and

(b) as to the mode in which the disc and the lines or marks to be used in connexion
therewith are to be marked or affixed on the ship, whether by painting, cutting,
or otherwise; and

(c) as to the mode of application for, and form of, certificates under this section ;
and

(d) requiring the entry of those certificates, and other particulars as to the draught
of water and freeboard of the ship, in the official log-book of the ship, or other
publication thereof on board the ship, and requiring the delivery of copies of
those entries.

(3) Alt such regulations shall, while in force, have effect as if enacted in this Act, and if
any person fails without reasonable cause to comply with any such regulation made
with respect to the entry, publication, or delivery of copies of certificates or other
particulars as to the draught of water and freeboard of a ship, lie shall for each offence
be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds.

(4) Where in pursuance of the regulations any such certificate is required to be delivered,
a statement in writing as to the disc and deck-lines of a ship need not be inserted in
the form of entry or transmitted or delivered to a chief officer of customs under the
provisions herein-before contained.
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444 Provision as to colonial ships with respect to load-lines.

Where the legislature of any British possession by any enactment provides for the
fixing, marking, and certifying of load-lines on ships registered in that possession,
and it appears to Her Majesty the Queen that that enactment is based on the same
principles as the provisions of this Part of this Act relating to load-lines, and is equally
effective for ascertaining and determining the maximum load-lines to which those
ships can be safely loaded in salt water, and for giving notice of the load-line to persons
interested, Her Majesty in Council may declare that any load-line fixed and marked
and any certificate given in pursuance of that enactment shall, with respect to ships so
registered, have the same effect as if it had been fixed, marked, or given in pursuance
of this Part of this Act.

445 Provision as to foreign ships with respect to load-lines.

(1) Where the Board of Trade certify that the laws and regulations for the time being
in force in any foreign country and relating to overloading and improper loading
are equally effective with the provisions of this Act relating thereto, Her Majesty in
Council may direct that on proof of a ship of that country having complied with those
laws and regulations, she shall not, when -in a port of the United Kingdom, be liable to
detention for noncompliance with the said provisions of this Act, nor shall there arise
any liability to any fine or penalty which would otherwise arise for non-compliance
with those provisions.

(2) Provided that this section shall not apply in the case of ships of any foreign country
in which it appears to Her Majesty that corresponding provisions are not extended to
British ships.


