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Merchant Shipping Act 1894
1894 CHAPTER 60

PART V

SAFETY.

Prevention of Collisions.

418 Collision regulations.

(1) Her Majesty may, on the joint recommendation of the Admiralty and the Board of
Trade, by Order in Council, make regulations for the prevention of collisions at sea,
and may thereby regulate the lights to be carried and exhibited, the fog signals to be
carried and used, and the steering and sailing rules to be observed, by ships, and those
regulations (in this Act referred to as the collision regulations), shall have effect as if
enacted in this Act.

(2) The collision regulations, together with the provisions of this Part of this Act relating
thereto, or otherwise relating to collisions, shall be observed by all foreign ships
within British jurisdiction, and in any case arising in a British court concerning matters
arising within British jurisdiction foreign ships shall, so far as respects the collision
regulations and the said provisions of this Act, be treated as if they were British ships.

419 Observance of collision regulations.

(1) All owners and masters of ships shall obey the collision regulations, and shall not
carry or exhibit any other lights, or use any other fog signals, than such as are required
by those regulations.

(2) If an infringement of the collision regulations is caused by the wilful default of the
master or owner of the ship, that master or owner shall, in respect of each offence, be
guilty of a misdemeanor.

(3) If any damage to person or property arises from the non-observance by any ship of
any of the collision regulations, the damage shall be deemed to have been occasioned



2 Merchant Shipping Act 1894 (c. 60)
PART V – Safety.

Document Generated: 2023-04-26
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

by the wilful default of the person in charge of the deck of the ship at the time, unless
it is shown to the satisfaction of the court that the circumstances of the case made a
departure from the regulation necessary.

(4) Where in a case of collision it is proved to the court before whom the case is tried, that
any of the collision regulations have been infringed, the ship by which the regulation
has been infringed shall be deemed to be in fault, unless it is shown to the satisfaction
of the court that the circumstances of the case made departure from the regulation
necessary.

(5) The Board of Trade shall furnish a copy of the collision regulations to any master or
owner of a ship who applies for it.

420 Inspection as to lights and fog signals.

(1) A surveyor of ships may inspect any ship, British or foreign, for the purpose of seeing
that the ship is properly provided with lights and the means of making fog signals, in
conformity with the collision regulations, and if the surveyor finds that the ship is not
so provided, he shall give to the master or owner notice in writing, pointing out the
deficiency, and also what is, in his opinion, requisite in order to remedy the same.

(2) Every notice so given shall be communicated in the manner directed by the Board of
Trade to the chief officer of customs at any port at which the ship may seek to obtain
a clearance or transire; and the ship shall be detained, until a certificate under the
hand of a surveyor of ships is produced to the effect that the ship is properly provided
with lights and with the means of making fog signals, in conformity with the collision
regulations.

(3) For the purpose of an inspection under this section a surveyor shall have all the powers
of a Board of Trade inspector under this Act.

(4) Where the certificate as to lights and fog signals is refused, an owner may appeal to the
court of survey for the port or district where the ship for the time being is in manner
directed by the rules of that court.

(5) On any such appeal the judge of the court of survey shall report to the Board of Trade
on the question raised by the appeal, and the Board of Trade, when satisfied that
the requirements of the report and of this Act as to lights and fog signals have been
complied with, may grant, or direct a surveyor of ships or other person appointed by
them to grant, the certificate.

(6) Subject to any order made by the judge of court of survey the costs of and incidental
to the appeal shall follow the event.

(7) A surveyor in making an inspection under this section shall, if the owner of the ship
so require, be accompanied on the inspection by some person appointed by the owner,
and, if in that case the surveyor and the person so appointed agree, there shall be no
appeal under this section to the court of survey.

(8) Such fees as the Board of Trade may determine shall be paid in respect of an inspection
of lights and fog signals under this section not exceeding those specified in the
Sixteenth Schedule to this Act.
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421 Saving for local rules of navigation in harbours, &c.

(1) Any rules made before or after the passing of this Act under the authority of any local
Act, concerning lights and signals to be carried, or the steps for avoiding collision
to be taken, by vessels navigating the waters of any harbour, river, or other inland
navigation, shall, notwithstanding anything in this Act, have full effect.

(2) Where any such rules are not and cannot be made, Her Majesty in Council on the
application of any person having authority over such waters, or, if there is no such
person, any person interested in the navigation thereof, may make such rules, and those
rules shall, as regards vessels navigating the said waters, be of the same force as if
they were part of the collision regulations.

422 Duty of vessel to assist the other in case of collision.

(1) In every case of collision between two vessels, it shall be the duty of the master or
person in charge of each vessel, if and so far as he can do so without danger to his
own vessel crew and passengers (if any),

(a) to render to the other vessel her master crew and passengers (if any) such
assistance as may be practicable, and may be necessary to save them from
any danger caused by the collision, and to stay by the other vessel until he has
ascertained that she has no need of further assistance, and also

(b) to give to the master or person in charge of the other vessel the name of his
own vessel and of the port to which she belongs, and also the names of the
ports from which she comes and to which she is bound.

(2) If the master or person in charge of a vessel fails to comply with this section, and no
reasonable cause for such failure is shown, the collision shall, in the absence of proof
to the contrary, be deemed to have been caused by his wrongful act neglect or default.

(3) If the master or person in charge fails without reasonable cause to comply with this
section, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, if he is a certificated officer, an
inquiry into his conduct may be held, and his certificate cancelled or suspended.

423 Collisions to be entered in official log.

(1) In every case of collision, in which it is practicable so to do, the master of every
ship shall immediately after the occurrence cause a statement thereof, and of the
circumstances under which the same occurred, to be entered in the official logbook
(if any), and the entry shall be signed by the master, and also by the mate or one of
the crew.

(2) If the master fails to comply with this section, he shall for each offence be liable to
a fine not exceeding twenty pounds.

424 Application of collision regulations to foreign ships.

Whenever it is made to appear to Her Majesty in Council that the Government of
any foreign country is willing that the collision regulations, or the provisions of this
Part of this Act relating thereto or otherwise relating to collisions, or any of those
regulations or provisions should apply to the ships of that country when beyond the
limits of British jurisdiction, Her Majesty may, by Order in Council, direct that those
regulations and provisions shall, subject to any limitation of time conditions and
qualifications contained in the Order, apply to the ships of the said foreign country,
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whether within British jurisdiction or not, and that such ships shall for the purpose of
such regulations and provisions be treated as if they were British ships.


