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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1972 No. 1705
HIGHWAYS, ENGLAND AND WALES

The Railway Bridges (Load-Bearing Standards)
(England and Wales) Order 1972

Made - - - - 8th November 1972

Coming into Operation 11th December 1972

The Secretary of State for the Environment as respects bridges in England
(excluding Monmouthshire), and the Secretary of State for Wales as respects
bridges in Wales (including Monmouthshire), make this Order in exercise of their
powers under section 117 of the Transport Act 1968(a) as amended by paragraph
1 of Schedule 3 to the Transport (London) Act 1969(b) and of all other enabling
powers:—

Commencement and citation

1. This Order shall come into operation on 11th December 1972 and
may be cited as the Railway Bridges (Load-Bearing Standards) (England and
Wales) Order 1972.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires:—

“the Act” means the Transport Act 1968;

“the appropriate Minister” means, in relation to England (excluding
Monmouthshire), the Secretary of State for the Environment and in relation
to Wales (including Monmouthshire), the Secretary of State for Wales;

“existing”, in relation to a railway bridge, means existing when this Order
comes into operation;

“new”, in relation to a railway bridge, means constructed after this Order
has come into operation (including constructed by way of reconstruction
or replacement of a railway bridge in existence, whether or not such bridge
is an existing railway bridge for the purposes of this Order);

“principal road” means a road which is classified by the appropriate
Minister under section 27(2) of the Local Government Act 1966(c) as a
principal road for the purposes of advances under section 235 of the Highways
Act 1959(d); ‘

“railway” includes a railway which has ceased to carry traffic and the site of
a railway from which the track has been removed;

“railway bridge” means a bridge, or (in so far as section 117 of the Act
applies thereto by virtue of section 122(1) thereof) a tunnel or other struc-
ture,—

(a) 1968 c. 73. (b) 1969 c. 35.
() 1966 c. 42. (d) 1959 c. 25.
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(a) which carries a road over any one or more of the following, that is to say,
(i) a railway of the British Railways Board,
(ii) a railway of the London Transport Executive,
(iii) a railway of any subsidiary of either of those bodies,

(iv) any other installation or land used by either of those bodies or by
any such subsidiary in connection with a railway or an inland water-
way,

(v) any installation or land used by the National Freight Corporation
or by any subsidiary of that Corporation in connection with a
railway, and

(b) to which section 117 of the Act applies or will, on completion, apply,

(including any abutments or other parts of the bridge, tunnel or other struc-
ture and, if the body or subsidiary in question is responsible for the main-
tenance thereof, any embankment, retaining wall or other work or substance
supporting or protecting the surface of the road carried by, or giving access to,
the bridge, tunnel or other structure); and

“road” means a highway which is maintainable at the public expense
(whether by virtue of section 116 of the Act or otherwise howsoever) and
which has a made-up carriageway as defined in the Highways Act 1959.

(2) References in this Order to the construction or reconstruction of a railway
bridge at a particular time, or in relation to a particular date, are (except in
paragraph (5) below) references to the completion of the construction or re-
construction (as the case may be).

(3) Where a railway bridge consists of more than one separately supported
span, each span, together with its supports and its superstructure, shall for the
purposes of this Order be treated as a separate railway bridge.

(4) Where it is necessary to determine for the purpose of any provision of
this Order (other than paragraph (4) of Article 3) whether a bridge, tunnel or
other structure is an existing or a new railway bridge and that determination
depends on whether the way carried thereby is a road, regard shall be had to the
position current as respects that way—

(a) when this Order comes into operation, in the case of an existing railway
bridge, and

(b) when the bridge, tunnel or other structure is constructed or recon-
structed, in the case of a new railway bridge.

(5) References in this Order to a road carried by a railway bridge as being
classified, or not classified, in any particular class or category, are references:—

(a) where the bridge is an existing railway bridge, to the position as respects
the classification of that road current when this Order comes into
operation, and

(b) where the bridge is a new railway bridge, to the position as respects
the classification of that road current when the construction or recon-
struction (as the case may be) of the bridge is undertaken.

(6) References in this Order to any enactment are references to that enact-
ment as amended by or under any subsequent enactment.
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(7) The Interpretation Act 1889(a) shall apply for the interpretation of this
Order as it applies for the interpretation of an Act of Parliament.

Load-bearing standards for existing railway bridges

3.—(1) Subject to the provisions of this Order, the load-bearing standards
for existing railway bridges shall be as follows:—

(a) where the bridge was constructed or last reconstructed on or after

Ist January 1962 and the bridge is not one of those listed in Schedule 2

to this Order, the standard which would be applicable to it under Article

4 of this Order if it were a new railway bridge the construction of which

was undertaken immediately after this Order has come into operation;

(b) where either:—
(i) the bridge is one of the bridges listed in Schedule 2 to this Order, or

(ii) the bridge was constructed or last reconstructed on or after
Ist January 1955, but before 1st January 1962, and paragraph (a)
above does not apply to it,

the standard specified in Part II of Schedule 1 to this Order;

(¢) where the bridge was constructed or last reconstructed before 1st
January 1955 and neither paragraph (@) nor paragraph (b) above applies
to it, the standard specified in Part I of Schedule 1 to this Order.

(2) The load-bearing standard prescribed by paragraph (1)(b) or (c) of this
Article for an existing railway bridge shall only apply in relation to that bridge
until it is reconstructed or replaced and shall not apply for determining the
standard to be complied with by the bridge as reconstructed or by the bridge
which takes its place.

(3) The foregoing provisions of this Article—

(a) shall not apply to any existing railway bridge where at the coming into
operation of this Order there is in force in relation to the road carried
by that bridge a prohibition under section 1, 6, 12 or 17 of the Road
Traffic Regulation Act 1967(b) as respects the weight of the traffic using
that road, and shall remain inapplicable to that bridge so long as such
prohibition as respects weight of traffic remains in force (whether in the
same or some altered form), and

(b) shall not apply to any of the existing railway bridges listed in Schedule
3 to this Order pending the placing on the road carried by that bridge of a
prohibition under section 1, 6, 12 or 17 of the Road Traffic Regulation
Act 1967 as respects the weight of the traffic using that road, and so long
as such prohibition as respects weight of traffic remains in force (whether
in its original or some altered form),

but when such prohibition expires or is revoked and is not immediately replaced
by another prohibition under one of the said sections of the said Act as respects
the weight of traffic, then, as from the date of such expiration or revocation,
the foregoing provisions of this Article shall (subject to paragraph (4) of this
Article) apply to that railway bridge.

(4) Nothing in paragraph (3) of this Article shall be taken as applying the pro-
visions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article to any railway bridge listed in
Schedule 3 to this Order and asterisked in that Schedule (such marking in that
Schedule indicating that doubts exist whether the way carried by that bridge
is a highway) unless, when the prohibition mentioned in paragraph (3) of this
Article expires or is revoked, the way carried by the bridge is then a road as
defined in Article 2(1) of this Order.

(a) 1889 c. 63. (b) 1967 c. 76.
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Load-bearing standards for new railway bridges

4. Subject to the provisions of this Order, the load-bearing standards for new
railway bridges shall be as follows:—

(a) where the road carried by the bridge is a principal road and is also
specially classified by the appropriate Minister under section 27(2)
of the Local Government Act 1966 as a 45 HB unit road for the purposes
of this Order, the standard specified in Part IV of Schedule 1 to this
Order;

(b) where the road carried by the bridge is a principal road but does not
fall within paragraph (@) above, the standard specified in Part Il of
Schedule 1 to this Order;

(c) where the road carried by the bridge is not a principal road, the standard
specified in Part II of Schedule 1 to this Order.

Continuance of load-bearing standards

5. Where, by virtue of Article 3 or 4 of this Order, a load-bearing standard
has been applied to an existing railway bridge, or to a new railway bridge on its
construction, the standard shall continue to apply to the bridge until it is
reconstructed or replaced, notwithstanding that the classification of the road
carried by the bridge is thereafter altered or discontinued.

Determination of disputes

6. If any question arises as to the requirements to be fulfilled by a particular
railway bridge in order to comply with the relevant load-bearing standard
prescribed by this Order (being a standard prescribed by reference to a document
published by the British Standards Institution or by a Government department),
the matter shall be determined, in the case of dispute, by a certificate of the
appropriate Minister.

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for the Environment
8th November 1972.

A. D. Holland,

Chief Highway Engineer in the Department
of the Environment.

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Wales 8th November 1972.

D. A. R. Hall,

Director of Highways
Welsh Office
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SCHEDULE 1

LOAD-BEARING STANDARDS

PaArT 1
The 1969 Construction and Use Regulations Standard

The bridge shall be such that when it is assessed in accordance with the relevant
requirements of the Ministry of Transport Technical Memorandum (Bridges) No. B.E.4
dated January 1967 (as amended up to 11th November 1970) it shall be found capable
of carrying (in addition to the materials which constitute the highway on the
bridge):—

(a) the train or trains of three four-axled vehicles each of which has a laden weight
of 24 tons (together with, in a case where the length of the bridge exceeds the
length of the vehicle train or trains, a uniformly distributed load of 50 lbs. per
square foot on so much of the highway on the bridge as would be unoccupied by
the train or trains),

(b) individual vehicles which transmit to the surface of the highway by wheels in
line transversely on one axle a load of 11 tons, and

(¢) individual vehicles which transmit to the surface of the highway by wheels in
line transversely on two axles, where the distance between the axles is 4 feet, a
load of 9 tons per axle,
all as described in the said Memorandum (the foregoing requirements being require-
ments the satisfaction of which by a bridge shows that the bridge is able to carry, in the
circumstances most adverse to its stability which are likely to occur, the heaviest
vehicles which, under the Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1969(a),
can lawfully use the highway on the bridge).

PART 11
Type HA (equivalent lane loading) Standard

The bridge shall be such that it can carry, in accordance with the relevant provisions
of the British Standard Specification 153, Part 3A, Loads (Edition of 1954 as amended
up to 1968) as supplemented and modified by the provisions of the Ministry of Trans-
port Memorandum No. 771 (Standard Highway Loadings) (Edition of 1961, reprinted
1968), (except paragraph 4(i), (i) and (iii) thereof), the standard highway loading Type
HA (equivalent lane loading).

ParT 111
Type HA (equivalent lane loading) and 37% units of Type HB (abnormal unit loading)
Standard

The bridge shall be such that it can carry, in accordance with the relevant provisions
of the British Standard Specification referred to in Part II above (supplemented and
modified as aforesaid):—

(a) the standard highway loading Type HA (equivalent lane loading), and
(b) 373 units of the standard highway loading Type HB (abnormal unit loading).

PARrT IV

Type HA (equivalent lane loading) and 45 units of Type HB (abnormal unit loading)
Standard

The bridge shall be such that it can carry, in accordance with the relevant provisions
of the British Standard Specification referred to in Part IT above (supplemented and
modified as aforesaid):—

(a) the standard highway loading Type HA (equivalent lane loading), and
(b) 45 units of the standard highway loading Type HB (abnormal unit loading).

(a) S.I. 1969/321 (1969 1. p. 829).
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is not part of the Order.)

This Order lays down the load bearing standards for bridges which belong to the
British Railways Board or the London Transport Executive and which carry roads
in England and Wales over their railways. The standards are laid down for exist-
ing bridges in Article 3 and for new bridges in Article 4. Details of the standards
are given in Schedule 1. Provision is made in Article 5 for the continuance of the
application of a standard, notwithstanding a change in the classification of the
road. Article 6 provides for the determination of disputes. Schedules 2 and 3
contain lists of bridges in relation to which special provision has had to be made.

The power of the Secretary of State for the Environment to make this Order
was vested in him by the Secretary of State for the Environment Order 1970
(S.1. 1970/1681).
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