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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1984 No. 552

The Coroners Rules 1984

PART VI
INQUESTS

Documentary evidence

37.—(1)  Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (2) to (4), the coroner may admit at an inquest
documentary evidence relevant to the purposes of the inquest from any living person which in his
opinion is unlikely to be disputed, unless a person who in the opinion of the coroner is within Rule
20(2) objects to the documentary evidence being admitted.

(2)  Documentary evidence so objected to may be admitted if in the opinion of the coroner the
maker of the document is unable to give oral evidence within a reasonable period.

(3)  Subject to paragraph (4), before admitting such documentary evidence the coroner shall at
the beginning of the inquest announce publicly—

(a) that the documentary evidence may be admitted, and
(b) (i) the full name of the maker of the document to be admitted in evidence, and

(ii) a brief account of such document, and
(c) that any person who in the opinion of the coroner is within Rule 20(2) may object to the

admission of any such documentary evidence, and
(d) that any person who in the opinion of the coroner is within Rule 20(2) is entitled to see a

copy of any such documentary evidence if he so wishes.
(4)  If during the course of an inquest it appears that there is available at the inquest documentary

evidence which in the opinion of the coroner is relevant to the purposes of the inquest but the maker
of the document is not present and in the opinion of the coroner the content of the documentary
evidence is unlikely to be disputed, the coroner shall at the earliest opportunity during the course of
the inquest comply with the provisions of paragraph (3).

(5)  A coroner may admit as evidence at an inquest any document made by a deceased person if
he is of the opinion that the contents of the document are relevant to the purposes of the inquest.

(6)  Any documentary evidence admitted under this Rule shall, unless the coroner otherwise
directs, be read aloud at the inquest.


