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The Lord Chancellor, after consulting the Lord Chief Justice, makes the following Order in 
exercise of the powers conferred by section 92(9) and (10) and 94(10) of, and Part 1 of Schedule 
11 to, the Children Act 1989(a), and sections 57 and 65(2) of the Family Law Act 1996(b). 

PART 1 
PRELIMINARY 

Citation, commencement, interpretation and application 

1.—(1) This Order may be cited as the Allocation and Transfer of Proceedings Order 2008 and, 
subject to paragraph (2), shall come into force on 25th November 2008. 

(2) Articles 6(a)(i), 9(1) and 20(1), in so far as they apply to section 11J(6) or 11O(7) of, and 
paragraphs 4 to 7 and 9 of Schedule A1 to, the 1989 Act, shall come into force on the same day as 
sections 4 and 5 of the Children and Adoption Act 2006(c) come into force. 

(3) In this Order— 
“the 1989 Act” means the Children Act 1989(a); 
“the 1996 Act” means the Family Law Act 1996(b); 
“the 2002 Act” means the Adoption and Children Act 2002(d); 
“Convention adoption order” means an adoption order under the 2002 Act which, by virtue of 
regulations under section 1 of the Adoption (Intercountry Aspects) Act 1999(e) (regulations 
giving effect to the Convention), is made as a Convention adoption order; 
“proceedings” means, unless the context otherwise requires, proceedings under— 
(a) section 55A of the Family Law Act 1986(f) (declarations of parentage); 
(b) the 1989 Act; 
(c) section 20 of the Child Support Act 1991(g) (appeals); 
(d) section 30 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990(h) (parental orders); 
(e) Part 4 of the 1996 Act; and 
(f) the 2002 Act. 

(4) The provisions in this Order apply unless any enactment or rule provides otherwise. 

Classes of county court 

2. For the purposes of this Order there are the following classes of county court— 
(a) family hearing centres, being those courts against which the word yes appears in column 

2 of the table in Schedule 1; 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) 1989 c. 41. Section 92 is amended by paragraphs 203 and 205(1) to (3) of, and section 94(10) is amended by paragraphs 203 

and 206(1) and (2) of, Schedule 4 to the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (c. 4). Schedule 11 is amended by paragraphs 203 
and 210 of Schedule 4 to the Constitutional Reform Act 2005, paragraphs 54 and 75 of Schedule 3 to the Adoption and 
Children Act 2002 (c. 38), section 45(3) to (5) of the Child Support Act 1991 (c. 48), and paragraph 10 of Schedule 8, and 
Part 9 of Schedule 9, to the Child Support, Pensions and Social Security Act 2000 (c. 19). 

(b) 1996 c. 27. Section 57 is amended by paragraphs 252 and 253 of Schedule 4 to the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (c. 4) 
and is modified by section 63M of the Family Law Act 1996 (inserted by section 1 of the Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) 
Act 2007 (c. 20)) so that it applies for the purposes of Part 4A of that Act (forced marriage). 

(c) 2006 c. 20. 
(d) 2002 c. 38.  
(e) 1991 c. 18.  
(f) 1986 c. 55. Section 55A was inserted by section 83(1) and (2) of the Child Support, Pensions and Social Security Act 2000 

(c. 19).  
(g) 1991 c. 48. Section 20 was substituted by section 42 of the Social Security Act 1998 (c. 14) and further substituted by 

section 10 of the Child Support, Pensions and Social Security Act 2000 (c. 19).  
(h) 1990 c. 37.  Section 30 was amended by paragraphs 76 and 79 of Schedule 3 to the Adoption and Children Act 2002 (c. 38).  
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(b) care centres, being those courts against which the word yes appears in column 3 of that 
table; 

(c) adoption centres, being those courts against which the word yes appears in column 4 of 
that table; 

(d) intercountry adoption centres, being those courts against which the word yes appears in 
column 5 of that table; and 

(e) forced marriage county courts, being those courts against which the word yes appears in 
column 6 of that table. 

Principal Registry of the Family Division 

3. The principal registry of the Family Division of the High Court is treated, for the purposes of 
this Order, as if it were— 

(a) a family hearing centre; 
(b) a care centre; 
(c) an adoption centre; 
(d) an intercountry adoption centre; and 
(e) a forced marriage county court. 

Contravention of a provision of this Order 

4. Where proceedings are started or transferred in contravention of a provision of this Order, the 
contravention does not have the effect of making the proceedings invalid. 

PART 2 
STARTING PROCEEDINGS 

SECTION 1 
STARTING PROCEEDINGS IN SPECIFIED LEVEL OF COURT 

Proceedings which must be started in a magistrates’ court 

5.—(1) Proceedings under the following provisions must be started in a magistrates’ court— 
(a) section 79K of the 1989 Act (protection of children in an emergency); 
(b) paragraph 23 of Schedule 2 to the 1989 Act (contribution order); 
(c) paragraph 8 of Schedule 8 to the 1989 Act (certain appeals); 
(d) section 23 of the 2002 Act (varying placement order); 
(e) section 50 or 51 of the 2002 Act (adoption order), unless any local authority will be a 

party to the proceedings or article 6(c) or (d) applies; 
(f) section 20 of the Child Support Act 1991 (appeals) where the proceedings are to be dealt 

with in accordance with the Child Support Appeals (Jurisdiction of Courts) Order 
2002(a); and 

(g) section 30 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (parental orders). 
(2) Subject to paragraphs (3) and (4), proceedings under the following provisions must be 

started in a magistrates’ court— 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) S.I. 2002/1915. This order has effect in relation to a particular type of case from the day on which section 10 of the Child 

Support, Pensions and Social Security Act 2002 comes into force for the purposes of that type of case. See article 29(5) for 
transitional provisions dealing with the types of cases for which section 10 has not been commenced.  
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(a) section 4 of the 1989 Act (acquisition of parental responsibility by father); 
(b) section 4A of the 1989 Act (acquisition of parental responsibility by step-parent); 
(c) section 25 of the 1989 Act (use of accommodation for restricting liberty); 
(d) section 31 of the 1989 Act (care and supervision orders); 
(e) section 33(7) of the 1989 Act (leave to change surname of, or remove from United 

Kingdom, child in care); 
(f) section 34 of the 1989 Act (parental contact etc. with children in care); 
(g) section 36 of the 1989 Act (education supervision orders); 
(h) section 43 of the 1989 Act (child assessment orders); 
(i) section 44 of the 1989 Act (emergency protection orders); 
(j) section 45 of the 1989 Act (extension, variation or discharge of emergency protection 

order); 
(k) section 46(7) of the 1989 Act (emergency protection order by police officer); 
(l) section 48 of the 1989 Act (powers to assist in discovery of children etc.); 
(m) section 50 of the 1989 Act (recovery orders); 
(n) section 102 of the 1989 Act (warrant authorising a constable to assist in exercise of 

certain powers to search for children etc.); and 
(o) paragraph 19 of Schedule 2 to the 1989 Act (approval of arrangements to assist child to 

live abroad). 
(3) Proceedings to which paragraph (2) applies which— 

(a) concern a child who is the subject of proceedings which are pending in a county court or 
the High Court; and 

(b) arise out of the same circumstances as gave rise to those proceedings 
may be started in the court in which those proceedings are pending. 

(4) Proceedings under section 4 or 4A of the 1989 Act which are started at the same time as 
proceedings in a county court or the High Court for an order under section 8 of the 1989 Act 
(residence, contact and other applications in relation to children) in relation to the same child must 
be started in the court in which proceedings under section 8 are started. 

Proceedings which must be started in a county court 

6. Subject to article 7, proceedings— 
(a) brought by an applicant who is under the age of eighteen under— 

(i) section 10(2)(b), 11J(6) or 11O(7) of, or paragraph 9(6) of Schedule A1 to, the 1989 
Act (leave of the court to make an application); or 

(ii) Part 4 of the 1996 Act; 
(b) under section 43 of the 1996 Act (leave of the court for applications by children under 

sixteen); 
(c) for a Convention adoption order; or 
(d) for an adoption order under the 2002 Act where section 83 of that Act (restriction on 

bringing children in) applies, 
must be started in a county court. 

Proceedings which may be started in the High Court 

7. Subject to articles 5(3) and (4) and 8, proceedings may be started in the High Court only if— 
(a) the proceedings are exceptionally complex; 
(b) the outcome of the proceedings is important to the public in general; or 
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(c) there is another substantial reason for the proceedings to be started in the High Court. 

Proceedings which must be started in the court where proceedings under the 2002 Act are 
pending 

8.—(1) Where proceedings under section 50 or 51 of the 2002 Act (adoption order) are pending, 
proceedings concerning the same child under— 

(a) section 29(4)(b) of the 2002 Act (leave to apply for a residence order); 
(b) section 29(5)(b) of the 2002 Act (leave to apply for a special guardianship order); 
(c) section 8 of the 1989 Act where section 28(1)(a) or 29(4)(b) of the 2002 Act applies 

(leave obtained to make application for a residence order); 
(d) section 14A of the 1989 Act where section 28(1)(b) or 29(5)(b) of the 2002 Act applies 

(leave obtained to make application for a special guardianship order); 
(e) section 37(a) of the 2002 Act (leave to remove the child); or 
(f) section 47(3) or (5) of the 2002 Act (leave to oppose the making of an adoption order), 

must be started in the court in which the proceedings under section 50 or 51 are pending. 
(2) Where proceedings under section 22 of the 2002 Act (placement order) are pending, 

proceedings under section 30(2)(b) of that Act (leave to remove a child from accommodation 
provided by the local authority) must be started in the court in which the proceedings under 
section 22 are pending. 

(3) Where proceedings under section 42(6) of the 2002 Act (leave to apply for an adoption 
order) are pending, proceedings under section 38(3)(a) or 40(2)(a) of that Act (leave to remove a 
child) must be started in the court in which the proceedings under section 42(6) are pending. 

SECTION 2 
STARTING PROCEEDINGS IN SPECIFIED CLASS OF COUNTY COURT 

Starting proceedings under the 1989 Act 

9.—(1) Subject to article 8(1)(c) and (d), proceedings under Part 1 or 2 of, or Schedule 1 or 
paragraphs 4 to 7 or 9 of Schedule A1 to, the 1989 Act which are to be started in a county court 
must be started in a family hearing centre. 

(2) Proceedings under Part 3, 4 or 5 of the 1989 Act which are to be started in a county court 
must be started in a care centre. 

Starting proceedings under Part 4A of the 1996 Act 

10.—(1) Proceedings under Part 4A of the 1996 Act(a) which are to be started in a county court 
must be started in a forced marriage county court. 

(2) Article 7 applies to proceedings under Part 4A of the 1996 Act as it applies to other 
proceedings. 

Starting proceedings under the 2002 Act 

11.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), proceedings under the 2002 Act which are to be started in a 
county court must be started in an adoption centre. 

(2) Proceedings for— 
(a) a Convention adoption order; or 
(b) an adoption order under the 2002 Act where section 83 of that Act applies 

which are to be started in a county court must be started in an intercountry adoption centre. 
                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) Part 4A is inserted by section 1 of the Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) 2007 (c. 20).  
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PART 3 
TRANSFER OF PROCEEDINGS 

SECTION 1 

GENERAL 

Disapplication of enactments about transfer 

12. The proceedings to which this Order applies are excluded from the operation of sections 38 
and 39 of the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984 (transfer of family proceedings). 

General rules about transfer of proceedings 

13.—(1) When making any decision about the transfer of proceedings under articles 14, 15, 17 
and 18 the court must have regard to the need to avoid delay in the proceedings. 

(2) Articles 16 and 19 do not apply if the transfer of proceedings would cause the determination 
of the proceedings to be delayed. 

(3) The transfer of proceedings under this Part may be made at any stage of the proceedings and 
whether or not the proceedings have already been transferred. 

SECTION 2 
TRANSFER OF PROCEEDINGS TO SPECIFIED LEVEL OF COURT 

Transfer of proceedings from one magistrates’ court to another 

14. A magistrates’ court (the “transferring court”) may transfer proceedings to another 
magistrates’ court (the “receiving court”) only if the transferring court considers that— 

(a) the transfer will significantly accelerate the determination of the proceedings; 
(b) it is more convenient for the parties or for the child who is the subject of the proceedings 

for the proceedings to be dealt with by the receiving court; or 
(c) there is another good reason for the proceedings to be transferred. 

Transfer of proceedings from magistrates’ court to county court 

15.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), a magistrates’ court may transfer the whole or any 
part of proceedings to a county court only if the magistrates’ court considers that— 

(a) the transfer will significantly accelerate the determination of the proceedings; 
(b) there is a real possibility of difficulty in resolving conflicts in the evidence of witnesses; 
(c) there is a real possibility of a conflict in the evidence of two or more experts; 
(d) there is a novel or difficult point of law; 
(e) there are proceedings concerning the child in another jurisdiction or there are 

international law issues; 
(f) there is a real possibility that enforcement proceedings may be necessary and the method 

of enforcement or the likely penalty is beyond the powers of a magistrates’ court; 
(g) there is a real possibility that a guardian ad litem will be appointed under rule 9.5 of the 

Family Proceedings Rules 1991(a); 
(h) there is a real possibility that a party to proceedings is a person lacking capacity within 

the meaning of the Mental Capacity Act 2005(b) to conduct the proceedings; or 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) S.I. 1991/1247; relevant amending instruments are S.I. 2001/821, S.I. 2005/559 and S.I. 2005/2922. 
(b) 2005 c. 9. 
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(i) there is another good reason for the proceedings to be transferred. 
(2) Proceedings under any of the provisions mentioned in articles 5(1)(a) to (c) or 5(2)(i) to (l) 

may not be transferred from a magistrates’ court. 
(3) Proceedings under section 25 of the 1989 Act (use of accommodation for restricting liberty) 

may not be transferred from a magistrates’ court which is not a family proceedings court within 
the meaning of section 67 of the Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980(a). 

Transfer of proceedings from county court to magistrates’ court 

16.—(1) A county court must transfer to a magistrates’ court proceedings which were 
transferred under article 15(1) if the county court considers that none of the criteria in article 15(1) 
applies. 

(2) Subject to articles 5(3) and (4), 6 and 8, a county court must transfer to a magistrates’ court 
proceedings which were started in the county court if the county court considers that none of the 
criteria in article 15(1)(b) to (i) applies. 

Transfer of proceedings from one county court to another 

17. Subject to articles 16, 20, 21 and 22 a county court (the “transferring court”) may transfer 
proceedings to another county court (the “receiving court”) only if the transferring court considers 
that— 

(a) the transfer will significantly accelerate the determination of the proceedings; 
(b) it is more convenient for the parties or for the child who is the subject of the proceedings 

for the proceedings to be dealt with by the receiving court; 
(c) the proceedings involve the determination of a question of a kind mentioned in section 

59(1) of the 1996 Act and the property in question is situated in the district of the 
receiving court; or 

(d) there is another good reason for the proceedings to be transferred. 

Transfer of proceedings from county court to High Court 

18. A county court may transfer proceedings to the High Court only if the county court 
considers that— 

(a) the proceedings are exceptionally complex; 
(b) the outcome of the proceedings is important to the public in general; or 
(c) there is another substantial reason for the proceedings to be transferred. 

Transfer of proceedings from High Court 

19. The High Court must transfer to a county court or a magistrates’ court proceedings which 
were started in, or transferred to, the High Court if the High Court considers that none of the 
criteria in article 18 applies. 

SECTION 3 

TRANSFER OF PROCEEDINGS TO A SPECIFIED CLASS OF COUNTY COURT 

Transfer of proceedings under the 1989 Act 

20.—(1) Where proceedings under Part 1 or 2 of, or Schedule 1 or paragraphs 4 to 7 or 9 of 
Schedule A1 to, the 1989 Act are to be transferred to a county court, they must be transferred to a 
family hearing centre. 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) 1980 c. 43. 
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(2) Where proceedings under Part 3, 4 or 5 of the 1989 Act are to be transferred to a county 
court, they must be transferred to a care centre. 

Transfer of proceedings under the 2002 Act 

21.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), where proceedings under the 2002 Act are to be transferred to 
a county court, they must be transferred to an adoption centre. 

(2) Where proceedings for— 
(a) a Convention Adoption Order; or 
(b) an adoption order under the 2002 Act where section 83 of that Act applies, 

are to be transferred to a county court, they must be transferred to an intercountry adoption centre. 

Transfer of proceedings under Part 4A of the 1996 Act 

22.—(1) Where proceedings under Part 4A of the 1996 Act are to be transferred to a county 
court, they must be transferred to a forced marriage county court. 

(2) Articles 17 to 19 apply to the transfer of proceedings under Part 4A of the 1996 Act as they 
apply to the transfer of other proceedings but as if the modification in paragraph (3) were made. 

(3) Article 19 is to be read as if “or a magistrates’ court” were omitted. 

SECTION 4 

TRANSFER OF PROCEEDINGS TO PARTICULAR COURT 

Transfer of proceedings when arrested for breach of order under Part 4 of the 1996 Act 

23. Where a person is brought before— 
(a) the relevant judicial authority in accordance with section 47(7)(a) of the 1996 Act (arrest 

for breach of order); or 
(b) a court by virtue of a warrant issued under section 47(9) of the 1996 Act, 

and the matter is not then disposed of immediately, the relevant judicial authority or the court may 
transfer the matter to the relevant judicial authority or court which attached the power of arrest 
under section 47(2) or (3) of the 1996 Act or which issued the warrant. 

Transfer of proceedings when arrested for breach of order under Part 4A of the 1996 Act 

24. Where a person is brought before— 
(a) the relevant judge in accordance with section 63I(3) of the 1996 Act (arrest for breach of 

order); or 
(b) a court by virtue of a warrant issued under section 63J(3) of the 1996 Act, 

and the matter is not then disposed of immediately, the relevant judge or the court may transfer the 
matter to the relevant judge or court which attached the power of arrest under section 63H(2) or 
(4) of the 1996 Act or which issued the warrant. 
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PART 4 
APPLICATION FOLLOWING REFUSAL TO TRANSFER FROM 

MAGISTRATES’ COURT TO COUNTY COURT AND APPEAL AGAINST 
TRANSFER TO MAGISTRATES’ COURT BY COUNTY COURT 

Application following refusal to order transfer of proceedings from magistrates’ court to 
county court 

25.—(1) Where a magistrates’ court refuses to order the transfer of proceedings to a county 
court under article 15(1), an application may be made for an order transferring proceedings to a 
county court. 

(2) An application under paragraph (1) must be made— 
(a) in relation to proceedings under the 2002 Act, to an adoption centre; 
(b) in relation to proceedings under Parts 3, 4 and 5, to a care centre; and 
(c) in any other case, to a family hearing centre. 

(3) In this article, “proceedings” means the proceedings under the 1989 Act or the 2002 Act and 
proceedings under section 55A of the Family Law Act 1986 (declarations of parentage). 

Appeal against transfer of proceedings to magistrates’ court by county court 

26. Where a county court orders the transfer of proceedings to a magistrates’ court under article 
16, an appeal may be made against that decision— 

(a) where the decision was made by a district judge or deputy district judge of a county court, 
to a circuit judge; or 

(b) where the decision was made by a district judge or deputy district judge of the principal 
registry of the Family Division, to a judge of the Family Division of the High Court. 

PART 5 

REVOCATIONS, CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS AND TRANSITIONAL 
PROVISIONS 

Revocations 

27. Subject to article 29(2) and (3), the instruments listed in column 1 of the table in Schedule 2 
(which have the references listed in column 2) are revoked to the extent indicated in column 3. 

Consequential amendments 

28.—(1) Subject to article 29(4), the Family Proceedings Rules 1991(a) are amended as 
follows— 

(a) in rule 2.39(1) for “where no such application as is referred to in rule 2.40(1) is pending 
the”, substitute “The”; 

(b) omit rule 2.40; 
(c) in rule 3.8(2) omit “but shall be treated, in the first instance, as an application to the High 

Court for leave”; 
(d) for rule 4.22(2A) substitute— 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) S.I. 1991/1247; relevant amending instruments are S.I. 1992/2067, S.I. 1997/1893, S.I. 2005/617 and S.I. 2005/2922.  
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“(2A) In relation to an appeal to the High Court under section 94, the documents required 
to be filed by paragraph (2) shall be filed in the district registry, being in the same place as a 
care centre within the meaning of article 2(b) of the Allocation and Transfer of Proceedings 
Order 2008(a), which is nearest to the court below.”; and 

(e) in rule 4.26 after paragraph (5) add— 
“(6) Where a local authority makes an application to a magistrates’ court for a care or 

supervision order with respect to the child in relation to whom the direction was given, the 
local authority must inform the court that gave the direction of the application in writing.”. 

(2) Subject to article 29(4), for rule 3A(8) of the Family Proceedings Courts (Matrimonial 
Proceedings etc.) Rules 1991(b) substitute— 

“(8) Subject to any enactment, where an application for an occupation order or a non-
molestation order is pending, the court may transfer the proceedings to another court of its 
own motion or on the application of either party; and any order for transfer shall be made in 
Form FL417.”. 

Transitional provisions 

29.—(1) This Order applies, so far as practicable, to proceedings started before but not 
concluded by 25th November 2008. 

(2) Where, by reason of paragraph (1), this Order does not apply to particular proceedings which 
have been started but not concluded before the 25th November 2008, the Children (Allocation of 
Proceedings) Order 1991(c) or the Family Law Act 1996 (Part IV) (Allocation of Proceedings) 
Order 1997(d), as the case may be, continue to apply to those proceedings. 

(3) The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Appeals) Order 1991(e) continues to apply to— 
(a) an appeal started before 25th November 2008; and 
(b) an appeal in proceedings to which the Children (Allocation of Proceedings) Order 1991 

still applies by virtue of paragraph (2). 
(4) The amendments in article 28 do not apply in relation to proceedings to which the Children 

(Allocation of Proceedings) Order 1991 or the Family Law Act 1996 (Part IV) (Allocation of 
Proceedings) Order 1997 still apply by virtue of paragraph (2). 

(5) In relation to an appeal in respect of a type of case before the commencement of section 10 
of the Child Support, Pensions and Social Security Act 2000(f) for the purposes of that type of 
case, the reference to the Child Support Appeals (Jurisdiction of Courts) Order 2002 in article 
5(1)(f) is to be read as a reference to the Child Support Appeals (Jurisdiction of Courts) Order 
1993(g). 
 
By authority of the Secretary of State 
 Bridget Prentice 
 Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 
30th October 2008 Ministry of Justice 

                                                                                                                                                               
 
(a) S.I. 2008/2836 (L.18). 
(b) S.I. 1991/1991; relevant amending instruments are S.I. 1997/1894, 2005/617 and 2007/1628. 
(c) S.I. 1991/1677, amended by S.I. 1993/624, 1994/2164, 1994/3138, 1995/1649, 1997/1897, 1998/2166, 1999/524, 2000/2670, 

2001/775, 2001/1656, 2003/331, 2205/520, 2005/2797, 2006/1541, 2007/1099. 
(d) S.I. 1997/1896, amended by S.I. 2005/2924.  
(e) S.I. 1991/1801. 
(f) 2000 c. 19. 
(g) S.I. 1993/961; revoked by S.I. 2002/1915 although the revocation only has effect in relation to a particular type of case from 

the day on which section 10 of the Child Support, Pensions and Social Security Act 2002 comes into force for the purposes 
of that type of case. 
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 SCHEDULE 1 Article 2 

Classes of county court 
Column 1 
County court 

Column 
2 
Family 
Hearing 
Centre 

Column 
3 
Care 
Centre 

Column 
4 
Adoption 
Centre 

Column 
5 
Inter-
country 
Adoption 
Centre 

Column 
6 
Forced 
Marriage 
county 
court 

Aberystwyth County Court Yes  Yes   
Accrington County Court Yes     
Aldershot County Court Yes     
Altrincham County Court Yes     
Barnet County Court Yes     
Barnsley County Court Yes     
Barnstaple County Court Yes     
Barrow in Furness County Court Yes     
Basingstoke County Court Yes     
Bath County Court Yes     
Bedford County Court Yes     
Birkenhead County Court Yes     
Birmingham County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Bishop Auckland County Court Yes     
Blackburn County Court Yes Yes Yes  Yes 
Blackpool County Court Yes     
Blackwood County Court Yes     
Bodmin County Court Yes     
Bolton County Court Yes  Yes   
Boston County Court Yes     
Bournemouth County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Bow County Court Yes  Yes   
Bradford County Court Yes  Yes  Yes 
Brecon County Court Yes     
Brentford County Court Yes  Yes   
Bridgend County Court Yes     
Brighton County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Bristol County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Bromley County Court Yes  Yes   
Burnley County Court Yes     
Burton-on-Trent County Court Yes     
Bury County Court Yes     
Bury St. Edmunds County Court Yes     
Caernarfon County Court Yes Yes    
Cambridge County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Canterbury County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Cardiff County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Carlisle County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Carmarthen County Court Yes     
Chelmsford County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Chester County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes  
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Chesterfield County Court Yes     
Chichester County Court Yes     
Chorley County Court Yes     
Clerkenwell & Shoreditch County 
Court 

Yes     

Colchester and Clacton County Court Yes     
Consett County Court Yes     
Coventry County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Crewe County Court Yes     
Croydon County Court Yes  Yes   
Darlington County Court Yes     
Dartford County Court Yes     
Derby County Court Yes Yes Yes  Yes 
Dewsbury County Court Yes     
Doncaster County Court Yes     
Dudley County Court Yes     
Durham County Court Yes     
Eastbourne County Court Yes     
Edmonton County Court Yes     
Epsom County Court Yes     
Exeter County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Gateshead County Court Yes     
Gloucester County Court Yes     
Grimsby County Court Yes     
Guildford County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Halifax County Court Yes     
Harlow County Court Yes     
Harrogate County Court Yes     
Hartlepool County Court Yes     
Hastings County Court Yes     
Haverfordwest County Court Yes     
Hereford County Court Yes     
Hertford County Court Yes     
Hitchin County Court Yes     
Horsham County Court Yes     
Huddersfield County Court Yes     
Ilford County Court Yes     
Ipswich County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Keighley County Court Yes     
Kendal County Court Yes     
King’s Lynn County Court Yes     
Kingston-upon-Hull County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Kingston-upon-Thames County Court Yes     
Lambeth County Court Yes     
Lancaster County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Leeds County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Leicester County Court Yes Yes Yes  Yes 
Leigh County Court Yes     
Lincoln County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Liverpool County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Llanelli County Court Yes     
Llangefni County Court Yes  Yes   
Lowestoft County Court Yes     
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Luton County Court Yes Yes Yes  Yes 
Macclesfield County Court Yes  Yes   
Maidstone County Court Yes     
Manchester County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Mansfield County Court Yes     
Medway County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Merthyr Tydfil County Court Yes     
Middlesbrough County Court at 
Teesside Combined Court 

Yes Yes Yes  Yes 

Milton Keynes County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Morpeth County Court Yes     
Neath County Court Yes     
Nelson County Court Yes     
Newcastle-upon-Tyne County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
Newport (Gwent) County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Newport (Isle of Wight) County Court Yes     
Northampton County Court Yes Yes Yes   
North Shields County Court Yes     
Norwich County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Nottingham County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Oldham County Court Yes     
Oxford County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Penrith County Court Yes     
Penzance County Court Yes     
Peterborough County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Plymouth County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Pontefract County Court Yes     
Pontypridd County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Portsmouth County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Preston County Court Yes     
Rawtenstall County Court Yes     
Reading County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Reigate County Court Yes     
Rhyl County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Romford County Court Yes  Yes  Yes 
Rotherham County Court Yes     
Runcorn County Court Yes     
St. Helens County Court Yes     
Salford County Court Yes     
Salisbury County Court Yes     
Scarborough County Court Yes     
Scunthorpe County Court Yes     
Sheffield County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Shrewsbury County Court Yes     
Skipton County Court Yes     
Slough County Court Yes     
Southampton County Court Yes  Yes   
Southend County Court Yes     
Southport County Court Yes     
South Shields County Court Yes     
Stafford County Court Yes     
Staines County Court Yes     
Stockport County Court Yes  Yes   
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Stoke-on-Trent County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Sunderland County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Swansea County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Swindon County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Tameside County Court Yes     
Taunton County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Telford County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Thanet County Court Yes     
Torquay County Court Yes     
Trowbridge County Court Yes     
Truro County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Tunbridge Wells County Court Yes     
Uxbridge County Court Yes     
Wakefield County Court Yes     
Walsall County Court Yes     
Wandsworth County Court Yes     
Warrington County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Watford County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Welshpool and Newtown County 
Court 

Yes     

Weston Super Mare County Court Yes     
Weymouth County Court Yes     
Whitehaven County Court Yes     
Wigan County Court Yes     
Willesden County Court Yes    Yes 
Winchester County Court Yes     
Wolverhampton County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Woolwich County Court Yes     
Worcester County Court Yes Yes Yes   
Worthing County Court Yes     
Wrexham County Court Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Yeovil County Court  Yes     
York County Court Yes Yes Yes   

 SCHEDULE 2 Article 27 

Revocations 
Column 1 
Title 

Column 2 
Reference 

Column 3 
Extent of 
revocation 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) Order 1991 S.I. 1991/1677 The whole order 
The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 1993 

S.I. 1993/624 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 1994 

S.I. 1994/2164 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) (No. 
2) Order 1994 

S.I. 1994/3138 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 1995 

S.I. 1995/1649 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 1997 

S.I. 1997/1897 The whole order 
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The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 1998 

S.I. 1998/2166 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 1999 

S.I. 1999/524 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 2000 

S.I. 2000/2670 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 2001 

S.I. 2001/775 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment No. 
2) Order 2001 

S.I. 2001/1656 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 2003 

S.I. 2003/331 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 2005 

S.I. 2005/520 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment No. 
2) Order 2005 

S.I. 2005/2797 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment) 
Order 2006 

S.I. 2006/1541 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Amendment No. 
2) Order 2007 

S.I. 2007/1099 The whole order 

The Children (Allocation of Proceedings) (Appeals) Order 
1991 

S.I. 1991/1801 The whole order 

The Family Law Act 1996 (Part IV) (Allocation of 
Proceedings) Order 1997 

S.I. 1997/1896 The whole order 

The Family Law Act 1996 (Part IV) (Allocation of 
Proceedings) (Amendment) Order 2005 

S.I. 2005/2924 The whole order 

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (Transitional and 
Consequential Provisions) Order 2007 

S.I. 2007/1898 Paragraph 23 of 
Schedule 1 

 
EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

This Order provides for the allocation and transfer of certain proceedings concerning children and 
proceedings under Part 4 and 4A of the Family Law Act 1996 between the High Court, county 
courts and magistrates’ courts. 

Part 1 contains provisions for interpreting the Order, specifies classes of county courts and 
provides for the principal registry of the Family Division to be treated as a county court. 

Part 2 specifies the proceedings, or circumstances in which proceedings, may be started in a 
particular level of court or specified class of court. 

Part 3 sets out the circumstances in which proceedings may be transferred between levels of 
courts, class of court or particular court. 

Part 4 provides for applications following refusal to order the transfer of proceedings from a 
magistrates’ court to a county court and for appeals against the transfer of proceedings to a 
magistrates’ court by a court. 

Part 5 contains revocations, consequential amendments and transitional provisions. 
  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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