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SCHEDULE 6

Powers of enforcement

Part 2
The Health and Safety Executive, the Health and Safety Executive

for Northern Ireland and local (health and safety) authorities

SECTION 2

Notices

11. If an authorised person is of the opinion that—
(a) activities are being carried on or are likely to be carried on by or under the control of a

person; and
(b) the activity involves or as the case may be, will involve a risk of serious personal injury,

the authorised person may serve on that person a prohibition notice.

12. A prohibition notice must—
(a) state that the authorised person is of the opinion referred to in the preceding paragraph;
(b) specify the matters which in the authorised person’s opinion give or, as the case may be,

will give rise to the said risk;
(c) where in the opinion of the authorised person any of those matters involves or, as the case

may be, will involve a contravention of a listed REACH provision, the authorised person
must—

(i) state that opinion;
(ii) specify the provision or provisions which relate to that opinion; and

(iii) give particulars of the reasons supporting that opinion;
(d) direct that the activities to which the notice relates must not be carried on by or under

the control of the person on whom the notice is served unless the matters specified in the
notice in pursuance of sub-paragraph (b) and any associated contraventions of provisions
so specified in pursuance of sub-paragraph (c) above have been remedied.

13. A direction contained in a prohibition notice in pursuance of paragraph 12(d) takes effect—
(a) at the end of the period specified in the notice; or
(b) if the notice so declares, immediately.

14. If an authorised person is of the opinion that a person—
(a) is contravening one or more of the listed REACH provisions; or
(b) has contravened one or more of those provisions in circumstances that make it likely that

the contravention will continue or be repeated,

the authorised person may serve on that person an improvement notice.

15. An improvement notice must—
(a) state that the authorised person is of the opinion referred to in the preceding paragraph;
(b) specify the provision or provisions as to which the authorised person is of that opinion,

giving particulars of the reasons supporting that opinion;
1



Document Generated: 2024-04-24
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally made).

(c) require that the person to whom the improvement notice is addressed remedies the
contravention or, as the case may be, the matters occasioning it within such period (ending
not earlier than the period within which an appeal against the notice can be brought as
provided by regulation 21) as may be specified in the notice.

16. If an authorised person is of the opinion that a person has contravened, is contravening or
is likely to contravene a listed REACH provision, the authorised person may serve on that person
an enforcement notice.

17. An enforcement notice must—
(a) state that the authorised person is of the opinion referred to in the preceding paragraph;
(b) specify the matters constituting the contravention or the matters making it likely that the

contravention will arise, as the case may be;
(c) specify the steps that must be taken to remedy the contravention or to remedy the matters

making it likely that the contravention will arise, as the case may be; and
(d) specify the period within which those steps must be taken.

18. Where a prohibition notice, an improvement notice or an enforcement notice has been served
but is not to take immediate effect—

(a) the notice may be withdrawn by an authorised person at any time before the end of the
period specified therein;

(b) the period so specified may be extended or further extended by an authorised person at
any time when an appeal against the notice is not pending.

19. References in this Part to a “prohibition notice”, an “improvement notice” or an “enforcement
notice” have effect only for the purposes of this Part and Part 2 of Schedule 8.
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